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152 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 

If we cannot with the author regard the innkeeper as out of place in a text 
on bailments, we may recognize the advantage of his point of approach in 
that it enables him to consider with innkeepers other public or quasi-public 
houses such as the boarding house, the restaurant, the theatre, lodging and 
bath houses and sleeping cars. This brings together in a single volume con- 
siderable matter not hitherto adequately treated. Altogether the book is a 
very readable, usable and desirable work, and fills a want not hitherto met, 
which is more than can be said of many very good books that have recently 
sought entrance to fields already well occupied. E. C. G. 



The Law of Railroad Rate Regulation, with special reference to American 
Legislation. By Joseph Henry Beale, Jr., Bussey Professor of Law in 
Harvard University, and Bruce Wyman, Assistant Professor of Law 
in Harvard University. Boston: William J. Nagel, 1906, pp. lit, 1285. 
In a sense, the appearance of this work is most timely ; in another sense it 
appears before its time. At the present moment any contribution to the 
subject of rates is likely to be read with avidity. The subject has never so 
completely occupied the center of attention as just now. On the other hand 
no legal text-book on the subject written in the midst of revolutionary statu- 
tory changes can be of more than temporary value as an authority on anything 
except the history of the subject and its few basic principles. Decisions on 
the Railroad Rate Act of 1906 we have of course none, but we are certain 
to have enough in the immediate future, and there is reason to suppose they 
must be given prominent consideration by one who would be intelligent five 
years hence, or even less, on the law of railroad rate regulation. It may be 
that the appearance at this time of the present work will give it a distinct 
advantage when a second edition appears, for it is certain that a second 
edition will be needed before the first has much opportunity to obtain 
recognition. 

But the work is more comprehensive than its title might suggest. Open- 
ing with a historical introduction, the authors consider the chief character- 
istics of common carriers and their primary duties in Book I, the limitation 
of charges and prevention of discrimination in accordance with common law 
principles in Book II, regulation of rates by American statutes and the 
validity of such statutes in Book III, and Interstate Commerce Commission 
rules of practice, forms of proceedings and legislation in an appendix. This, 
as will be 'Seen, covers much matter not directly connected with rate regu- 
lation, as well as the primary principles out of which rate legislation has 
developed. A large number of cases are cited, but relatively to the size of 
the book the number is small, so that footnotes occupy but little space. That 
so many pages should be devoted to a discussion of this small division of the 
subject of railroads is suggestive of the growth of railroad law. In Story's 
classic work on Bailments and Carriers common carriers occupied a compara- 
tively insignificant portion, and railroads were of course almost unthought of 
at that day. There was no "railroad law," as such. The law of common 
carriers developed so rapidly as to demand its separate volume more than 
30 years ago, and now this single volume in an edition about to be pub- 
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lished is expanded to three large volumes, while railroad law some years 
since attained the dignity of four volume treatment. It is therefore not 
unexpected to find a further subdivision of the subject, with an entire 
volume devoted to rate regulation. Where will this growth in bulk end? 
Government ownership will soon put an end to railroad law in Japan, and 
here we have another argument not hitherto urged in behalf of government 
ownership in this country. 

While we deprecate this continually growing subdivision of the subjects 
of the law, with its resulting multiplicity of texts and its added bulk of 
volumes on the lawyers' shelves, we nevertheless recognize the advantage of 
the fuller discussion made possible thereby. Of this the authors have made 
full use, and not only are many important cases discussed at length, but a 
very large number of instances in which each important question may arise, 
and the interpretations arising out of the statutes, federal and state, are con- 
sidered in detail and at length. This gives the volume value to the prac- 
titioner seeking light on the particular shade of the law matching the facts 
of his particular case, at the same time that it makes the work wordy and 
voluminous for one reading it for information on the whole subject of rate 
regulation. Perhaps the former is the most important use of a legal text. 
If we are to make way on our shelves for a separate text on rate regulation, 
it is certain that the present is the most comprehensive and useful, as it is of 
course the most recent work on that subject. E. C. G. 



A Treatise on the Law of Carriers. By Dewitt C. Moore of the Johns- 
town, New York, Bar. Albany, N. Y. : Matthew Bender & Co., 
1906, pp. cxxvii, 1044. 

For twenty-seven years Hutchinson on Carriers has been the standard 
authority in its field. It has nearly, if not quite, become a classic. Its con- 
spicuous strength may in part account for the fact that there have been few 
treatises on this increasingly important subject. The subject of this review 
is doubtless the best new text devoted exclusively to this field that has 
appeared since the publication of Hutchinson in 1879. Other treatises worthy 
of mention have made carriers part of a larger work, such as Railroad Law, 
Negligence, etc. 

The subject of carriers itself, however, has become so extensive that it 
may well be treated at length by itself. Indeed the first and greatest surprise 
to the reviewer is that the work is brought within the compass of a single 
volume, and that consisting of fifty pages less of text than the second edition 
of Hutchinson. But Moore cites about 9,000 cases, while Hutchinson cites 
only about 5,ooo, so that the present volume puts in the hand of the reader 
a vast amount of new material. It may be doubted, however, if the work is 
not liable to the criticism that it is too voluminous for use as a text in law 
schools, but scarcely full enough to entirely satisfy the practitioner, who 
seeks in a text not so much the bare statements of law and alphabetically 
arranged citations of cases such as may be found in a cyclopedia, as a wide 
variety of illustration, a justification of the principles by clear and full reason- 
ing, a comprehensive summary of the decisions on disputed and uncertain 



